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decided that an inquiry committee should be appointed and that
Gandhi should be one of its members. On the morning of June 7
Gandhi, accompanied by Kasturbai, Devadas and Babu Brajkishore,
arrived at Patna, reaching Bettiah the next day.
On June 13 the Government announced the appointment of a
committee of inquiry, with Mr. F. G. Slay, the commissioner of the
Central Provinces, as its president. The committee was to assemble
by about July 15 and complete their labours within three months.
Before the commencement of the committee work, Gandhi decided
to pay a visit to Bombay and his assistants also were given a short
holiday. The work of recording the statements of the tenants was
stopped from June 12. Till then more than 8,000 statements of the
tenants had been recorded. More and more tenants began to arrive
but they were told that no more statements were to be recorded and
their grievances would be considered by the committee. However,
the statements began to pour in by post.
During his absence of about a fortnight, the Bihar workers studied
the documents and prepared ground for his work on the official
committee. Gandhi, accompanied by Dr. Deva of the Servants of
India Society, returned to Motihari on June 18.
Gandhi devoted a week to study the accumulated evidence. On
July 5 he left Motihari, reaching Ranchi on the yth. The committee
met on July 11, and decided to hold its sittings at Bettiah, Motihari
and other places from about July 15.
Gandhi's inclusion in the committee had raised high hopes in the
minds of the ryots and a large crowd came to Bettiah. By July 16 no
less than ten thousand tenants had assembled. All members were
busy with the committee work but Gandhi made it a point to come
out in the afternoon and meet the eager villagers. In a short speech
he explained to them that the committee had been appointed to
redress their grievances, that they should not go in large numbers
to the meeting-place of the committee, and if they had to make any
complaint they should do so before his assistants.
On July 17 examination of the witnesses commenced at Bettiah.
On behalf of the planters Mr. Kennedy, a well-known lawyer of
Muzaffarpur, was watching the proceedings. Gandhi's assistants and
tenants were admitted to the committee on tickets. Mr. Sweeny,
the settlement officer, was the first witness and his examination took
the whole day. On July 18 the manager of the Bettiah raj and an